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Overview 
 

This document outlines the basic steps required to configure both Check Point VPN-1 and 
Connectra for use with Microsoft’s Active Directory Application Mode (ADAM).  The document is 
intended for use by administrators with experience using Check Point products as well as 
Microsoft ADAM and associated components.  Where possible, links are provided to additional 
configuration information. 

 

At a high level the document covers the following topics 
 
·  Section 1: Installation of ADAM 

·  Section 2: Configuration of VPN-1 with ADAM 

·  Section 3: Configuration of Connectra with ADAM 
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Section 1: Installation of ADAM 
 
 
Microsoft’s ADAM can be installed in numerous configurations and more information about the 
product is available here http://www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2003/adam/default.mspx  

Note: All of the information on the above site should be reviewed before proceeding further.  

 

This document will demonstrate the basic steps taken in order to build a single server using 
ADAM as the user store for two additional VPN-1 and Connectra systems. The following 
diagram describes the network setup. 

 

 

 

 

Part A – Basic Server Setup 

The Windows 2003 server called “Spartan.opsec.us” was configured with three components 
before attempting to load ADAM. Specifically: 

1. DNS was setup for this lab testing environment example (opsec.us) was used and all 
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other systems in the example pointed to this server for resolution (which could forward to 
external/true dns server for other domains). 

2. IIS was installed and used with Certificate Services 

3. Certificate Services were installed so that SSL connections could be made to ADAM 

(Note: you can’t do password management from VPN-1 without an encrypted/ssl connection 
so it’s important that your configuration support this). 

 

Once all of the above services have been installed (refer to Microsoft Documentation 
including http://support.microsoft.com/kb/299875/ ) you should make sure you can make an 
https:// connection to the default website as seen below.  It may be possible to not do this 
confirmation and still setup ADAM later with SSL but doing the above is a good check in 
point). 

 

 

 

Part B - Installation Guidelines for ADAM Instance 

The installation of ADAM is described in the Microsoft “ADAM_Step_by_Step Guide” 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=5163b97a-7df3-4b41-954e-
0f7c04893e83&DisplayLang=en 

However, the below set of screen shots demonstrates the setup used for the previous network 
diagram and all other configurations described in this document.  It’s assumed the ADAM 
installation package has already been installed on your server and you are now ready to create 
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an ADAM instance. 

 
Step 1 – Create a unique instance 
 

 
 
 
Step 2 – Give the instance a name (in this case opsec) 
 

 
 
Step 3 – Define the ports (best to use the defaults otherwise you need to change ports 
used by VPN-1 and Connectra) 
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Step 4 – Create a partion name ~ opsec.us which in this case matches our DNS setup.  
You may find issues if you don’t use a naming infrastructure similar to this and/or similar 
to the one in the Microsoft documentation (for example, certain OU properties not 
existing post install). 
 

 
 
 
Step 5 – Accept the defaul file locations 
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Step 6 – You should keep the selection of the network service account.  Not that this 
setting can impact your ability to do SSL connections (non-standard accounts used here 
may need to be given new permissions to the certificate stores). 
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Step 7 – Accept the confirmation message if you get it (NOTE: This server was just a 
workgoup system it was not made a member of any domain.  Synch setup with a 
regular AD is not covered in this guide). 
 

 
 
 
Step 8 – Setup the ADAM system with an Administrator account. 
 

 
 
 
Step 9 – The import of the selected LDIF files is consistent with the Microsoft 
documentation and may be useful in creating test accounts/users 
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Step 10 – Confirm the install  
 

 
 

Part C – Validate the ADAM Instance and Connect Via ADSI Edit 

Once the ADAM instance installation is complete you can start/stop the ADAM instance service 
(in this case “opsec” via normal windows service account procedures). 

The next screen shots show connections via ADSI Edit to the Configuration, O=opsec,C=us and 
Schema Contexts 
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Example 1 – Use ADSI Edit to connect to the ”Configuration” context  
 

 
 
Example 2 – Use ADSI Edit to connect to the ”o=opsec,c=us” context 
 

 
 
Example 3 – Use ADSI Edit to connect to the ”Schema” context 
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Example 4 – This shows all of the three examples above in one window 
 

 
 
 
Part D – Create an admin user and test a connect & bind with LDP 
 
Next you can use ADSI edit to create an admin account and validate it works properly 
with the LDP tool. (You can also create groups and other users but this example shows 
the creation of the admin account which will be used later with VPN-1 and Connectra) 
 
Step 1 – On the ”o=opsec,c=us” context right click and select ”new->object” 
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Step 2 – Next select the ”user” class 
 

 
 
 
Step 3 – Provide an account name (in this case admin) 
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Step 4 - Click next/finish.  
 
Now you need to associate the admin user with the Administrator group 
 
Step 1 – Go to Roles->Administrators (right click to edit the properties) and find the 
”member” attribute. 
 

 
 
Step 2 – Edit the member attribute to include the ADAM account you just created. Note 
the name cn=admin,o=ospec,c=us 
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Step 3 - Set a password by right clicking the user 
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Step 4 – Edit other admin properties 
 
You should enable the account by editing the msDS-UserAccountDisabled attribute to 
false. 
 

 
 
 
 
You should aslo edit the userPrincipalName attribute to ”admin” 
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Step 5 – Do a basic connect and bind with ”LDP” on port 389 and validate that the 
account and credentials you just created are working.  Note that after a successful login 
you should be able to see the o=opsec,c=us children  (second screen shot below) 
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Part E – Setup ADAM for SSL and test Connect & Bind  
 
Next we need to setup ADAM so it supports SSL (again this is required on VPN-1 to do 
password management) 
 
There are various guidelines for setting up ADAM and SSL however the below posting 
is probably the most concise. It also works well for this example because it’s command 
line driven (instead of the other guidelines which tend to not give exact steps). 
 
http://blogs.msdn.com/cjacks/archive/2005/11/15/493122.aspx 
 
The following commands show the above posting in action (the certificate copy screen 
shots are not shown but are explained in the post) 
 
Examples 1 & 2 for ADAM and SSL 
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Finally test that the ADAM instance can be connected to via SSL (similar to previous 
connect & bind tests but this type via ssl and port 636) 
 
Example 1 
 

 
 
 
Example 2  (Bind with previous admin user) 
 

 
 
 
 
This concludes the steps and basic tests for setting up ADAM.  Next in sections 2 and 3 
there is an overview of how to make VPN-1 and Connectra access the ADAM instance.
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Section 2: Configuration of VPN-1 with ADAM 
 
 
 
Before modifying VPN-1 to work with ADAM please review the Check Point 
SmartCenter User Guide and the sections related to LDAP integration 
http://www.checkpoint.com/support/technical/documents/index.html 
 
As with the traditional integration of VPN-1 with Active Directory, Check Point has a set 
of attributes which will be need to be imported into the schema of the directory service 
(in this case ADAM).   
 
Part A – Execute any Microsft related Schema updates 
 
The ADAM schema can be extended to match the default Windows Server 2003 objects 
by issuing the following command 
 

ldifde -i -s localhost -c CN=Configuration,DC=X #ConfigurationNamingContext -f MS-
AdamSchemaW2k3.ldf 

 

 
 
There may be other schema modifications which are necessary for your specific 
environment the above is just given as an example. 
 
Part B – Update the ADAM Schema with Check Point Attributes from VPN-1 
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Next a description of how to update the ADAM instance schema for use with Check 
Point VPN-1 is given. 
 
Step 1 – Login into the VPN-1 system and move a copy of schema_microsoft_ad.ldif to 
the ADAM server.  The file should be available in /opt/CPsuite-R62/fw1/lib/ldap/ (or 
similar) 
 
Step 2 – Edit the above ldif file so that it’s suitable for your envirnoment and for ADAM 
 

a.) Do a global replace of DCROOT with the information for your systems. In this 
case O=opsec,C=us 

 

 
 

b.) Edit line 612 so it starts with ”-” (otherwise you’ll get a syntax error in Step 3) 
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Step 3 – Import the schema by executing the following command 
 
ldifde -i -f checkpoint.ldf -s server:port -b username domain password -k -j . -c 
"CN=Schema,CN=Configuration,DC=X" #schemaNamingContext 
 
Note the syntax in the following screen shot (where dc=x is replaced with 
o=opsec,c=us) 
 

 
 
Now that the schema is edited you should be able to browse the ”Schema” context with 
ADSI Edit and see several new entries (fw1.xxxxxx) 
 
Part C – Make sure the user attribute in ADAM is associated with ” fw1person”  
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Open the ADAM schema editor (mmc plugin) and make sure that the user attributes 
include ”fw1person” so that the new attributes will be available. 
 

 
 
 
Part D – Use ” GUIDBEDIT”  on the VPN-1 System so the correct attributes are sent 
to ADAM 
 
Microsoft ADAM uses some different attributes than Active Directory and the following 
edits need to be made on VPN-1 to account for these differences. 
 
Step 1 – Close all other SmartConsole applications and launch Check Point’s guidbedit 
to change ”sAMAccountName” to ”userPrincipalName” (exists in the field name 
UserLoginAttr) 
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Step 2 – Next edit the field name ”AutomaticAttrs” by removing 
”user:userAccountControl:66048” and replacing with ”user:msDS-
UserAccountDisabled:FALSE” 
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Step 3 – Save these settings and issue cprestart (and make sure new policy is pushed). 
 
 
 
Part E – Setup a new LDAP account unit and configure other VPN-1 settings for 
LDAP 
 
 
The following steps are similar to those documented for setting up active directory.  A 
few basic screen shots are caputred to highlight the process. 
 
Step 1 – Create a new LDAP Account Unit (note that this shows a clear connection but 
the encryption tab needs to be configured if you want to set passwords). 
 

 
 
 
Encryption Settings 
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Step 2 – Set the default template settings and other VPN-1 settings for LDAP 
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Step 3 – Validate that you can see the ”opsec” Account unit (add users, groups, etc.) 
 

 
 
Part F – Test Authentication 
 
Create a simple rule base and validate that the users stored in ADAM are being used 
properly 
 
Step 1 – Create a basic test rule base with a ”User Auth” rule 
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Step 2 – Use one of your previously created users to access a server on the other side 
of the firewall. For example telnet to a server on the ”external net” and provide 
vpn1login (or similar account) as the username. 
 
If you see any issues use WireShark or similar packet analyzer to view the ldap traffic 
b/w the firewall and the ADAM server (usually erros are related to attribute settings – Be 
sure to use clear port 389 when analyzing this). 
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Section 3: Configuration of Connectra with ADAM 
 
Configuration of Connectra with ADAM is simpler in most respects b/c Connectra can 
only use LDAP to authenticate and authorize users. It’s not possible to administer users 
and groups via Connectra and have it impact the LDAP server (as it is in VPN-1).  
 
Part A – Change the default sAMAccountName attribute to userPrincipalName (as 
done with VPN-1). 
 
Again sAMAccountName is used in Active Directory but not ADAM therefore we need to 
alter Connectra so that it uses ”userPrincipalName” instead 
 
Step 1 – Login into the Connectra appliance/server and edit objects_5_0.c (the file is 
located in /etc/fw/conf and a backup copy should be made prior to editing it – This file is 
extremely sensitive to syntax, etc.). 
 

Use VI if running SecurePlatform and find the folllowing line 
 
:userLoginAttr(sAMAccountName) 
 
Change it to 
  
:userLoginAttr(userPrincipalName) 

 
Step 2 - Save the changes restart Connectra and push policy (note policy push from 
Connectra admin is a requirement) 
 
Part B – Configure Connectra according to normal Active Directory 
implementation 
 
Connectra can now be configured in a similar way for an LDAP server integration from 
this point on.  See Check Point user documentation for more information 
http://www.checkpoint.com/support/technical/documents/docs_connectra.html 
 
A few high level configuration pointers are given below 
 
Step 1 – Create a new ADAM based account unit 
 
(Two Screen Captures below with configuration information) 
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Capture 1 
 

 
 
 
Capture 2 
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Step 2 – Create a group for the new account unit (ADAM) and assign it any relevant 
web/file/mail/net/citrix access 
 
 

 
 
 
Part C – Validate the ADAM based users are accessible via the Connectra login 
process 
 
Finally you can test the existing users (for example those created during VPN-1 section 
above). Note that the userPrincipalName attribute must exist on the user (can add vi 
ADSI Edit or it’s added automatically if you use SmartConsole and VPN-1 in the manner 
desrcribed above). 
 
Step 1 – Validate that your test user has the userPrincipalName attribute 
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Step 2 – Access the user portal and provide credentials (vpn1login) 
 
 

 
 
 
Step 3 – Validate the login works correctly 
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